38      THE EVOLUTION OF MODEEN GEEMANY
Before the life-and-death contest with France, for which the
Austrian campaign had been a well-considered preparation,
Germany had laid the foundations of an economic career; and
that contest fought to its victorious close, the nation at once
applied itself assiduously to the realisation of its ambition to
win new laurels on the battlefields of industry.
Material enterprise of every kind was fertilised by the capital
which now became loosened, and sought new and larger channels
of employment. Everywhere a restless spirit of adventure
asserted itself. Old cities and towns, which had rusticated
for half a century, sprang forward, as though a vast accumu-
lated momentum had suddenly been released, and increased
enormously in population and wealth,
In 1871 Germany had eight " large " towns of over 100,000
inhabitants; in 1880 the number was 14; in 1890 there wore
26 such towns, yet only seven whose population exceeded a quarter
of a million; in 1895 the number of "large" towns increased
to 30, in 1900 it was 33, and in 1905 there were 41 towns with
over 100,000 inhabitants, of which 11 had over 250,000 in-
habitants and five had over half a million. In the United
Kingdom there were, in 1901, 39 towns with a population ex-
ceeding 100,000, of which ten had over 250,000 inhabitants
and two had over half a million.
Of Germany's "large" towns the metropolis has most in-
creased since expansion became the universal rule.    A hundred
years ago Berlin was an insignificant town of some 160,000
inhabitants.   Half a century later its population had not reached
300,000, and when the Empire was established in 1871 it had
only just turned 800,000,     From that time its growth was
rapid.   In 1875 the population was 968,600, and two years
later the heart of the Berliner swelled with pride when his
town became a " million town."    By 1880 the population had
reached 1,150,000, in 1885 it had grown to  1,315,000,  in
1890 to 1,578,000, in 1895 to 1,773,000, and in 1905 it was
2,040,000, the increase in ten years having been 21*6 per cent.
The effect upon the value of land has been magical, but
also, from the standpoint of the poorer inhabitants, deplorable.
Bents both in and around the city have become higher than in
any other part of Germany, and they have created a housing
problem which becomes more acute every year.